342                Henry of Navarre.              [1595-

because they are of the Religion, but because they
have served me and the Crown of France faithfully.
I must insist upon being obeyed. It is time that we
all, having had our fill of war, should learn wisdom
by what we have suffered.'*

Henry IV. proved his sincerity by continuing up
to the end of his life to watch over the interests of
his former co-religionists.

Nothing had been more strenuously insisted upon
by the Catholics or more carefully provided, not only
by the terms of the treaty between the King and his
Capital, but also by a provision in the edict itself,
than that Protestant worship should not be publicly
held in Paris or within a distance of five leagues
from the walls. Yet in 1606 the King, moved by
the hardships endured in winter by the Huguenots,
and especially by the sickness and mortality which
exposure, during a journey of thirty miles, caused
among the children, authorised them to build a
" temple " at Charenton, barely five miles from Paris.
A vast building capable of holding 14,000 worship-
pers soon arose, although the Catholics protested
against the King's arbitrary violation of his own
edicts and engagements.

The rays of the royal favour fell perhaps most
warmly on those who did not shame their master's
compliance by constancy to their creed ; yet during
the twelve years which separated the promulgation of
the Edict of Nantes from the King's death, the Re-
formers enjoyed greater peace and prosperity than
at any other time before 1789. " Our churches,"
wrote Du Plessis-Mornay, " enjoy, by the grace of